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“Grounding”
Embarrassing
situation in which a
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shore without

leaving his boat.

Captain’s COrner: vy Kerry Roller

It's Officia! The 2004 sailing
season is off to agreat start. We had an
outstanding turn out for the first cruise
of theyear. Thistrip just enhanced the
anticipation of the great trips planned
for thisyear. On Saturday evening, we
combined our dinner with a brief meet-
ing to review the cruise destinations for
the year. While the dinner venue made
for adifficult meeting format it served
our purpose. So please visit the website
to review the destinations for the sea-
son.

Asyou view the cruise sched-
ule you may see a couple of interesting
things. One, you till have a chanceto
lead one of the cruises. Don't be shy!
Contact Jennifer Mann to volunteer to
plan one of our adventures. Next, you
will note that we are looking to offer
some overlapping trips during the sum-
mer. Our club continues to be one of
the most active cruising groupsin the
area. We have our traditiona favorite
trips and some interest in trying new
destinations. Asthe club growswe
have opportunities to leverage the ex-
perience of new and existing members.
These new choices represent the ex-
panding interest of the membership.

So, grab a calendar and start reserving
the dates for your sailing trips.

It time to pay the dues for
2004. Please note that the dues are
$25.00 for 2004. After reviewing the
budget and expected expenses, the offi-

cers voted for amodest increase in the
annual dues. Over the past years sev-
era members have paid for fleet ex-
penses with personnel funds, such as
the website, deposits etc. We will send
an email with payment instructions over
the next few days. We have aso or-
dered some new Fleet 9 Burgees. We
will include information on how to or-
der them with the membership email.

| encourage you to review your
safety equipment check list and update
your flares and fire extinguishers.
Checking the rigging, batteries, ground
tackle, steering and engine controls for
wear and tear is agood thing to add to
your check list. If you have questions
or suggestions please pass them along
to Jeff Berman our technical notes ed-
tor.

| hope you are enjoying the
new format of the newdletter. Let us
know what you think. We are always
interested in any suggestions to im-
prove your Fleet 9 experience.

Fair winds in 2004,

Kerry Roller
Captain
Cataina 36 Fleet 9
San Francisco
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San Leandro Cruise—Jan. 17th—18th, 2004 by Arnie & Jody Leonard

The Gods of Weather and the Sea were kind to

all sailors this weekend, and in particular to Fleet

9. After wondering if we would or would not

have rain, would or would not have heavy fog, we

had splendid sunny weather with minimal fog.

Eleven boats arrived at the San

Leandro Harbor around noon on

January 17t:

Champagne — Richard, Francine, and
daughters Elizabeth and Madeline;
Kick-N-Back with Fleet Captain

Kerry and Becky Roller;

Amante — Bill and Elaine Housh;
YesDearl || — Torben and Jennifer Mann;
Glory Road- Michael and Carol Weir;

I nterlude -Michael Joyce;
Perserverance— Jeff and Mary

Berman;

Cliodhna — Jim and Joan Carolan;

Gone with the Wind- Bob Hayes and Dad, Verl;
Shiraz— Phil and NoraMcCaeb;

Nova —Mike Pernitzke and Ina Tabak.

We aso had afew who came by “land yachts’,
Art Urbin, Nancy Lasky and friend Einer, and
cruise directors, Arnie and Jody Leonard, and
daughter Mary Jane.

Since dinner wasn'’t until 5:00 PM, there was

plenty of time to settle in, relax and congregate on

the dock with
fellow Fleet
9ers.

Horatio's Res-
taurant set up
for 28 people
and did them-
selves proud in
their dinners and sarvice. We were not restricted
to any set menu and could
order from the full menu. Before dinner, Arnie
Leonard circulated a get well card for Bob
Livingston, our Membership Chairman, who is
recovering from surgery. (see dinner pictures)

After dinner, the Captain Kerry opened the

meeting and welcomed dl in attendance. Hethen
introduced Michagl Weir, Newdletter editor. Mi-
chadl said he would get the schedule to us by email
as to when he would like articles emailed to him.

Then Jennifer Mann, the Cruise
Coordinator, went over the cruise
schedule for 2004. Shewas ableto
get the dates for most of the cruises.
Dinner was over around 1830 hours,
0 there was time to socidize on
severd of the boats.

Sunday morning, afew
of the boats decided to
leave early. The Welirs,
Rollers, Houshs,
Leonard’'s and Carolans
ate ahearty breakfast at
Torrito’'s. (see breakfast
pictures)

However, al good things must come to an end, and

the tide waits for no one. Since the channel into the
Harbor is at best
shallow, it was prudent
to leave around 1200
hours to take advantage
of the high tide. (see
pictures of Nova, Kick-
n-Back and Cliodhna
leaving Marina.)

It was a pleasure to start with Fleet 9's Cruise Year
at San Leandro, and if you could not make it, you
were missed. We are looking forward to many inter-
esting cruises this year.



